LEFROY — Tasmania's Forgotten Gold Town

Tucked in the hills some 15 kilometres east of George Town lies the sleepy little hamlet of Lefroy. It is
largely forgotten today, but it has a wonderful history. It was Tasmania's first payable goldfield and for a
while its fifth largest town. At the peak of its mining boom its output surpassed all others, including
Beaconsfield.

More mining companies paid dividends at Lefroy than on any other Tasmanian goldfield. The mining
companies that exploited the few amazingly rich pockets of gold, paid out huge dividends and provided
their investors with unbelievably high returns. Between 1870 and 1914 190,000 ounces of gold were
found at Lefroy. At today's prices this would be worth more than $300,000,000.

This is the story of these mines, their booms and busts. it is also a story of the town, its celebrations and
struggles, its businesses and people, at work and at play.
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